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Although it was not our inten tion, the inter na tional fla vour of this,
our tenth issue of the Jour nal of Aborig i nal Eco nomic Devel op ment,
is unde ni able. Inter est ingly the edi to rial team had for some time
been debat ing the mer its of pro duc ing a spe cial issue focus ing on
inter na tional Aborig i nal eco nomic devel op ment issues. The fol low ing 
arti cles offer insight into the vari ety of eco nomic issues cur rently
con front ing Indig e nous peo ples in Can ada and Aus tra lia, while the
fol low ing sec tion’s research note pres ents research con ducted in
Ban gla desh among the Indig e nous Garo com mu nity.

Draw ing on their expe ri ences work ing locally, nation ally, and
inter na tion ally, devel op ing respect ful pro to cols, and build ing rela tion -
ships with Aborig i nal women engaged in com mu nity devel op ment,
Anna Hunter, Isobel Findlay, and Lou ise Clarke explore the ongo ing 
con tri bu tions and per sis tent chal lenges of Aborig i nal women’s com -
mu nity devel op ment. Argu ing that the threats of eco nomic glob al iza -
tion are felt keenly by Aborig i nal women and chil dren, who are
most often the ones at the bot tom of the chain of devel op ment,
 little is being done to shore up these dis par i ties. The authors spe cif i -
cally draw on their expe ri ences related to their efforts to orga nize a
work shop, con fer ence, and research cel e brat ing Aborig i nal women’s
com mu nity devel op ment work. In par tic u lar, they focus on the mul ti -
ple strat e gies women devise to nego ti ate what they iden tify as the
struc tural imped i ments to Aborig i nal women’s com mu nity devel op -
ment, the lat ter of which remains crit i cal to devel op ing and main -
tain ing healthy and sus tain able com mu ni ties.

Louis Evans of the Cen tre for Sus tain able Mine Lakes at Aus -
tra lia’s Cur tin Uni ver sity of Tech nol ogy reviews a num ber of ini tia -
tives aimed at assist ing Aborig i nal eco nomic devel op ment through a
care ful exam i na tion of pub lished data focus ing on the imped i ments
to Aborig i nal enter prise devel op ment. In Aus tra lia Aborig i nal eco -
nomic devel op ment is being assisted through fund ing mech a nisms
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and consultations pro vided by Indig e nous Busi ness Aus tra lia, the
Indig e nous Land Cor po ra tion and other gov ern ment agen cies, as
well as from the pri vate sec tor, in par tic u lar the min ing indus try.
Despite this assis tance Evans argues that the major imped i ments to
enter prise devel op ment tend to be over looked, which include the
lack of cul tur ally appro pri ate busi ness mod els and related cul tural
issues, lack of busi ness skills and access to advice and, in the case
of remote com mu ni ties, the lack of access to mar kets and busi ness
 services. Evans sug gests a need to grav i tate to inter na tional trends
in ca pac ity devel op ment that empha size a sys tems-based,  people-
centred empow er ment approach is required, and like issues and
impli ca tions related to apply ing such an approach are ana lyzed and
dis cussed.

Finally, an inno va tive arti cle by Aus tra lian pol icy ana lyst David
Worth exam ines the impact of fluc tu at ing gas o line prices upon Aus -
tra lian Aborig i nal com mu ni ties depend ent on petrol for their basic
energy needs through the lens of peak oil. Argu ing that the debate
about ris ing petrol prices in Aus tra lia has focused mainly on Aus tra -
lians who live in urban areas, the par al lel impact upon Indig e nous
Aus tra lians liv ing in remote com mu ni ties is often over looked. Most
of these small com mu ni ties located through out Aus tra lia use die sel
fuel for their main power sup ply and for trans por ta tion. Fur ther
com pound ing these issues is the fact that many of these com mu ni -
ties have devel oped eco nomic plans based on tour ism, and rely upon 
sta ble fuel prices if their ini tia tives are to be suc cess ful. This paper
ana lyzes the future chal lenges of build ing via ble and sus tain able
com mu ni ties in remote Aus tra lia antic i pat ing even higher world oil
prices due to peak oil chal lenges, an issue the author sug gests are
likely to confront First Nations people living in remote regions of
Canada.
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